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THE PRINCIPLE OF POSITION
BY MILES J. STANFORD

CHAPTER 3 RECONCILIATION AND ACCEPTANCE

The settled assurance of our justification is not simply to make us sure of getting to heaven, but to prepare us for
further spiritual progress. Assurance of our justified position in Christ gives us sureness in each subsequent step of
our spiritual development. By grace we were born anew: “Being justified freely by His grace” (Rom 3:24); and by
grace we will grow: “But grow in grace” (2 Pet 3:18). We must stand in the first principles before we can go on
from them to maturity. Until we rest assured in our position of justification, we are not spiritually prepared for the
positional truths of our reconciliation to, and acceptance by, God.

Reconciliation

The ground of our reconciliation to God is justification from the penalty of sin. In the Lord Jesus we were justified
from the death penalty of sin, thereby enabling God to reconcile us to Himself. Justification frees us from death:
reconciliation brings us into life. “For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of
His Son, it is much more (certain), now that we are reconciled, that we shall be saved (daily delivered from sin’s
dominion) through His (resurrection) life” (Romans 5:10).

To be reconciled is to be brought into right relationship, into harmony. Being dead in our sins, we were completely
cut off from any relationship with the God of life; spiritually, we were the children of the devil (John 8:44). Instead



of seeking to bring to life and reconcile the fallen Adamic nature—an impossibility, because that life is enmity
toward God and cannot be subject to the law of God (Romans 8:7)—our Father recreated us in the life of the Lord
Jesus. He placed us in a totally new position, out of Adam, into Christ. “Even when we were dead...He made us
alive together in fellowship and in union with Christ. He gave us the very life of Christ Himself, the same new life
with which He quickened Him” (Ephesians 2:5).

Self cannot be reconciled to God. Since we were born sinners and therefore were enmity against God, our
reconciliation to Him was no simple matter. It took the Cross of Calvary to solve the problem. There, as lost and
alienated sinners, we were identified with the Lord Jesus in His death unto sin and resurrection unto God; we were
raised from the dead as new creatures (creations) in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). Being made “partakers of the
divine nature” (2 Peter 1:4), we were completely and eternally reconciled to the Father. “Having made peace
through the Blood of His Cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself...and you, that were sometime
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath He reconciled in the body of His flesh through
death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in His sight” (Colossians 1:20-22).

Our present condition is infinitely inferior to our eternal position, but our Father accepts us—not in ourselves, but
in His Son. Our Lord Jesus so completely justified us in His death and resurrection that our Father is absolutely
just in eternally reconciling us. His love and life are free to flow. “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21). “All things are from
God, who through Jesus Christ reconciled us to Himself (received us into favor, brought us into harmony with
Himself)” (2 Corinthians 5:18). Due to His work of justification and reconciliation there is full acceptance for us.

Acceptance

Here we have one of the most vital positional subjects, and yet it is relatively unknown among believers today. All
too few are enjoying the benefits of acceptance in their daily walk. The believer who is not aware of his position of
acceptance in Christ is caught in the struggle to improve his condition in order to feel acceptable to God. But the
believer who abides in the Lord Jesus as his righteousness and acceptance is freed from futile self-effort. Standing
in his position, he trusts Christ to manifest Himself increasingly in his life. He is free from the burden of himself
and has become burdened on behalf of others. God “hath given unto us the ministry of reconciliation” (2
Corinthians 5:18).

Condition

First of all, we must consider the area in which we are not accepted by God, nor ever can be. It is only natural for
us to feel that our spiritual walk and service make us acceptable to our Father. We imagine that it is our
responsibility (with His help) to live and serve so faithfully and fruitfully that He will approve of us, and therefore
continually and abundantly bless us. We are making the natural mistake of depending upon condition, instead of
position, for our acceptance.

Important as it is, service is often a condition-centered detriment in the lives of many zealous believers. When
service is given predominance over fellowship with and growth in the Lord Jesus, doing, instead of being, takes
over in the life. Fellowship and growth must ever take precedence over service and activity, otherwise spiritual
declension sets in.

In this reversal of God’s order for us, the heart seeks satisfaction and a sense of acceptance through production
(law), instead of reception (grace). Bible study and prayer, as well as one’s outlook, become

almost exclusively service-centered. Instead of life bringing forth service, service becomes the life. Thus, as long
as the service goes well, the servant is happy and feels accepted. But once the service wanes, or fails to produce
results, all else falls with it. We are to be sons, not servants, “Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son”
(Galatians 4:7).

In time, we begin to realize that there is something very wrong with this entire concept. We become aware that our
walk and service are less and less acceptable, even to ourselves. In seeking to do rather than to be, in attempting to
give out more than we take in, our condition becomes barren and carnal. We have been depending upon self to do



what only Christ our life can do; the farther we move on this tangent, the more active and malignant the self-life
appears to be.

What the condition-centered believer does not realize is that God Himself is causing this shattering revelation of
self. He takes us into situations and relationships that finally cause us to face up to the fact of our failure as
Christians—our nothingness, our total unacceptability in ourselves. Not until we understand that in our flesh there
“dwelleth no good thing” (Romans 7:18), can we rest in our position of complete acceptance in the Lord Jesus, just
as we are. To abide in Christ, and to consent to be loved while unworthy, is the believer’s positional privilege and
responsibility. Love functions according to its nature, not according to the quality of its object.

The believer who is not abiding by faith in the acceptable One, but who is relying upon his personal condition for
acceptance, is hopelessly handicapped in the matter of fellowship, growth and service. He is entangled in the self-
effort of working to improve his condition, and is inevitably cast down in utter defeat. How can a defeated,
depressed, self-centered Christian enjoy fellowship with the Father, or be at peace with Him? Yet, devastating as
this Romans Seven trek is, it is our Father’s preparation of us in order that we may shift our reliance and faith from
our condition in ourselves, to our position in Christ. “Not I, but Christ” (Galatians 2:20).

Position

“Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure
of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved. In whom we
have redemption through His Blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace” (Ephesians 1:5-
7). In learning to take our position in the Lord Jesus and thereby to abide in Him as our acceptance, we grow to
expect less and less from ourselves, and more and more from Him. “My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my
expectation is from Him” (Psalm 62:5).

As we become more fully established in our position, we are increasingly willing to reject self, to leave all that
sinful source on the Cross for daily crucifixion. This progressive freedom from the dominion of self gives us a
deepening rest in the Lord Jesus; we become rooted and grounded in the Source of life, where we grow effortlessly
and fruit is borne to His glory. Self-effort produces the works of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21), while positional rest
fosters the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22f).

“Abide in Me (your position), and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no
more can you, except you abide in Me. | am the vine, you are the branches: he that abideth in Me, and I in him, the
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me you can do nothing” (John 15:4f). Although we abide in the Lord
Jesus as our position, we are ever aware of our condition in ourselves. We are concerned about the sinfulness of
self, but no longer do we depend upon improvement in that realm for our acceptance. We are resting in a position,
in a Person who is fully and forever accepted by God, One in whom there is no improvement necessary or possible.
We have exchanged unimproveable self for the Perfect One.

Established in our position, we become increasingly aware of our acceptance in Him and are more free to
fellowship with our Father. In this blessed communion we grow, becoming more manifestly conformed to His
image. “We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18). We are basically Christ-centered, instead of
self-centered. Through our position in Him we have peace, joy and fellowship which abide all along our Cross-
centered path as our spiritual condition is developed.

One of the foremost benefits of resting in our position of acceptance is the deep and undying assurance that God is
for us. “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give
you an expected end” (Jeremiah 29:11). “Having made peace through the Blood of His

Cross” (Colossian 1:20). “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus...If God be
for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:1, 31).



As the Holy Spirit applies the finished work of the Cross to the sinful source within, this inner crucifixion may lead
us to think God is against us. But it is just the opposite; everything He take us through is for our spiritual growth.
“All things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose. For
whom He did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son”” (Romans 8:28f).
Therefore, “in everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Thessalonians
5:18). “He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely
give us all things?” (Romans 8:32). “For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the
thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God” (2 Corinthians 4:15).

What a safe and impregnable position is ours in Christ! “The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer;
my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower” (Psalm
18:2). When the “accuser of the brethren” points his maligning finger at the self-life within, at our condition in
ourselves, seeking to get us to question our acceptance, we are able to rest in our position and point to Christ. We
are well aware of self’s unacceptability, but we are much more aware of our acceptance in the Beloved. The enemy
can never touch Him, and our “life is hid with Christ in God” (Colossians 3:3). Satan may be the counsel for the
prosecution, but we have two Counsels for defense—an Advocate at the throne, and an Advocate within—to say
nothing of the fact that the righteous Judge is our Father!

“Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people” (Hebrews 2:17).
“Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the people whom Thou hast redeemed: Thou hast guided them in Thy strength
unto Thy holy habitation” (Exodus 15:13). Our Father has reconciled us to Himself in a way that enables Him to be
consistent with Himself, being both “just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus” (Romans 3:26).



