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Propitiation

In each of these 4 devotionals on the meaning of the death of Christ there are a few verses written for you to read.
When you become a Christian, the Bible teaches you are a “babe” in Christ, 1 Corinthians 3:1f. If you want to
grow as a Christian and become mature, you must study and obey God’s Word, the Bible. You can not grow and
understand God’s Word without study. Study, 2 Timothy 2:15, and obey. That is why most Christians are still
“babes” in Christ. They do not study and obey. It takes time to grow up to maturity and it takes time to turn the
pages of Scripture to study these verses. There is no other way! Time and God’s grace. Note, few will grow to
maturity, Hebrews 6:3. What is your choice? God is waiting for you to grow. If you choose not to grow, God will
also choose for you not to grow. “Babe’ Christians are joyful one day and defeated the next day.

Read all the verses!

1 John 2:2; Deuteronomy 6:14f, 13:12-18; Psalm 88:7, 106:23; Jonah 3:7,10; John 3:36; Romans 1:18, 2:5;
Ephesians 2:3; Colossians 3:6; 1 Thessalonians 1:10, 2:16; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Revelation 6:16, 14:10,19,
15:1,7, 16:1, 19:15.



“Propitiation mans the turning away of wrath by an offering. It is the satisfying the wrath of God by the
atoning sacrifice of Christ on the cross.”

Because God is love, 1 John 4:8, and according to His choice, Ephesians 1:11, God chose to satisfy His righteous
wrath against sin, propitiation. This clear teaching of God’s wrath is both in the Old and New Testaments of the
Bible as indicated by the above verses. Whenever there is sin, it necessitates God’s wrath against it. In the Old
Testament God’s wrath was averted by the purging of sin, Deuteronomy 13:12-18, repentance, Jonah 3:17,10,
intercession, Psalm 106:23, and God’s own action in removing sin, Psalm 78:38.

The Old Testament clearly shows God’s love for Israel and people in general, but a righteous God can not
overlook sin. So God’s love provided a way for His wrath to be satisfied, propitiation.

The New Testament also teaches God’s wrath against sin as indicated by the verses at the top of the page. Itisa
personal matter with God that sin has to be dealt with by justice. It required the sacrificial death of the God-man,
Jesus Christ, on the cross to forgive it, propitiation. God hates sin. God loves man. So God’s plan of propitiation
satisfied God’s wrath against sin. Now God can freely show love to man.

Romans 3:25f teach that Christ became the propitiation, Hebrews 2:17, 1 John 2:2, 4:10, and God’s wrath was
satisfied. Christ was also the mercy seat, (Exodus 25:17-22; Leviticus 16:2, 13-16), the place where the
propitiation was made, Hebrews 9:5, 7, 11-15, 21f. Christ was the offering for sin and God’s wrath was satisfied,
propitiation.

“If because of the death of Christ God is satisfied, then what can the sinner do to try to
satisfy God? The answer is nothing. Everything has been done by God Himself. The sinner
can and need only to receive the gift of righteousness God offers.”

The previous paragraph by Charles C. Ryrie (Basic Theology) contains very powerful truth. God did all that is
necessary for a sinner to believe in Christ, to be saved from the wrath of God. Once a sinner is saved, he becomes
a saved-sinner, and is saved for all eternity! A Christian can never lose eternal salvation, it is a free gift! Itis
based on many truths including substitutionary death of Christ, redemption, reconciliation and propitiation!

It is based on God’s work, not man’s work. Man can not work for his eternal salvation before he believes. Man
can not work to keep his eternal salvation after he is saved. And man can not do anything to lose his eternal
salvation once he believes in Christ. And man’s faith in Christ is always small compared to God’s perfect free gift
of Christ. It is not dependent on man’s faith but God saving man, and God’s work of salvation on the cross.

Though a Christian will never lose his eternal salvation, he can lose the opportunity to reign with Christ in the
Millennial Kingdom due to his unfaithfulness, Revelation 20:1-6. Also read all the books in the “Milk” and “Solid
Food” sections of this website for further proof of eternal security, possible loss of reigning with Christ, and the
great reward of reigning with Christ for faithful believers!

Ryrie goes on to say, “Before Christ died, it was perfectly proper to pray, as did the taxgatherer in Luke 18:13,
“God, be merciful [literally, be propitiated] to me, the sinner.” Though provision for fellowship with God was
provided under the Law, this man could not rely on a finished and eternal sacrifice for sin that would appease God
once and for all. So that was an entirely appropriate prayer for him to pray. But now Christ has died, and God is
satisfied, and there is no need to ask Him to be propitiated. He is appeased, placated, and satisfied eternally. This
is the message we bring to a lost world: Receive the Savior who through His death satisfied the wrath of God.”



