PART 2
 SALVATION OF THE SOUL

The truth is man does consist of three parts body, soul and spirit, as 1 Thessalonians 5:23 and Hebrews 4:12 clearly teach.  The tripartite nature of man corresponds with God being one God, but three persons, a Trinity, God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  Three in Scripture is a perfect number.  Man is a tripartite being, complete, having three parts.
When a person believes in the Lord Jesus Christ as His Savior, the believer in his new position in Christ and right standing before God, is saved in body, soul and spirit for all eternity, Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 10:14, 29.  But in his experience, in his everyday condition, he has not received a saved body nor a saved soul as of yet.  The believer’s spirit is saved, but the body and soul salvation will take place at different times in the future dependent on faithfulness or unfaithfulness in this life.    
A believer’s spirit is saved according to Romans 8:10, 16; John 5:24; Ephesians 2:5; John 4:24; 
1 Corinthians 2:10-16.
A believer’s body is not yet saved according to Romans 8:23 and 1 Corinthians 15:44.  If there is any doubt regarding this, look at a past photo of yourself and compare it to what you see in the mirror now.
A believer’s soul is not yet saved according to James 1:21, 5:20 and 1 Peter 1:9.  God’s command for the believer to do certain things is so that his soul may be saved.  The salvation of the soul will come in a future day depending on the believer’s faithfulness to Christ in this day, in this life on earth.
雅各书  James 1:21  Therefore, putting away all filthiness and overflowing of wickedness, receive with humility the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

雅各书 1:21 所 以 你 们 要 脱 去 一 切 的 污 秽 ， 和 盈 余 的 邪 恶 ， 
存 温 柔 的 心 领 受 那 所 栽 种 的 道 ， 就 是 能 救 你 们 魂 的 道 。
雅各书  James 5:20  let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save a soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins.
雅各书 5:20  这 人 该 知 道 ： 叫 一 个 罪 人 从 迷 路 上 转 回 便 是 救 一 个  魂 不 死 ， 并 且 遮 盖 许 多 的 罪 。
彼得前书 1 Peter 1:9  receiving the result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
彼得前书 1:9 并 且 得 着 你 们 信 心 的 果 效 ， 就 是 魂 的 救 恩 。
In PART I, you may read through all the verses and study them to better understand the need to have your soul saved.
DETAILED TEACHING ON THE SALVATION OF THE SOUL:
1)     Teaching from http://bibleone.net/SOS.htm  Salvation of the Soul             

         (Saving of the Life) By Arlen L. Chitwood    

         www.lampbroadcast.org .
Chapter One
Salvation — Past, Present, Future

For by grace are you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast (Ephesians 2:8, 9).

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God (1 Corinthians 1:18).

Are they [angels] not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit [lit. “for the sake of the ones about to inherit”] salvation (Hebrews 1:14)?

Salvation in the Word of God is spoken of in three tenses — past, present, and future:  
1) Christians have been saved, 
2) Christians are being saved, and 
3) Christians are about to be saved.  
The previously quoted verses provide examples of how Scripture deals with each of these three tenses or aspects of salvation.

In Ephesians 2:8, 9, salvation is a past, completed act; 
in 1 Corinthians 1:18, salvation is a present, continuous work; 
and in Hebrews 1:14, salvation is a future, inherited possession.  
Since the Word of God presents salvation in a framework of this nature, it is vitally important in Scriptural interpretation to first ascertain to which of these three aspects of salvation any given passage pertains.

In the first aspect of salvation, dealt with in Ephesians 2:8, the words, “you have been saved,” which is a correct translation, are a translation of two Greek words that form, what is called in the Greek, a “periphrastic perfect.”  The “perfect” tense refers to action completed in past time, with the results of this action extending into the present and existing in a finished state.  The “periphrastic” construction places additional emphasis on the present, finished state and refers to the persistent results during present time of the past, completed work.

Salvation in this verse is wrought by grace through faith, accomplished completely in past time, and is the present possession of every believer.  This present possession, in turn, constitutes an active, continuing, ever-abiding salvation.  The eternal security of the believer cannot be expressed in stronger terms than the periphrastic construction of the perfect tense in Ephesians 2:8, for the present results of the past action, in this case, can only continue unchanged forever.

However, in 1 Corinthians 1:18, dealing with the second aspect of salvation, things are presented in an entirely different light than seen in Ephesians 2:8.  Rather than the tense in the Greek text referring to a past, completed act, the tense refers to a present, continuous work.  The former has already been completed, but the latter has yet to be completed.

Then, in Hebrews 1:14, dealing with the third aspect of salvation, matters are presented yet in a completely different light.  The wording in the Greek text of this verse refers to something that is about to occur.  Nothing is past or present; the reception of this salvation, in its entirety, is placed in the future.

Further, the salvation referred to in Hebrews 1:14 is not only to be realized in the future, but it is also an inherited salvation.  And the thought of inheritance further distinguishes the salvation in this verse from the salvation previously seen in Ephesians 2:8, for the salvation that Christians presently possess is not an inherited salvation.

Rather, our present salvation was obtained as a free gift during the time we were alienated from God.  And, as aliens (outside the family of God), we were in no position to inherit salvation, for inheritance in Scripture is always a family matter.

In the Old Testament, “sons” were first in line to receive the inheritance, with “daughters” next.  If there were no sons or daughters in the immediate family, the inheritance was passed on to the nearest family member or members, designated by the law of inheritance (Numbers 27:8-11).

Consequently, an individual must first be a family member before he can be considered for the inheritance, which, during the present dispensation, is restricted to “children” or “sons” of the Owner.  That’s why the statement is made in Romans 8:17, “If children, then heirs…”  And that’s also why, in Hebrews 1:14, that an inherited salvation pertains to those who have already been saved, those who are no longer alienated from God but are presently family members.

In this respect, the complete scope of salvation — past, present, and future — has a beginning point, with an end in view.  It involves the Spirit of God breathing life into the one having no life and thereby effecting the birth from above.  And this has been done with a purpose, with an end in view.  This has been done so that the Spirit can take the one who now has spiritual life and perform a work in the life of that individual, with a view to an inheritance that will be realized at a future time.

Thus, one should immediately be able to see the importance of proper distinctions being drawn and observed in the realm of these three aspects of salvation.  And depending on how one approaches and deals with the different salvation passages in Scripture, either difficulties can be avoided on the one hand or insurmountable problems can result on the other.

The Tripartite Nature of Man

“Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

(1 Thessalonians 5:23).

Man is a tripartite being comprised of spirit, soul, and body; and the salvation of man within its complete scope (past, present, and future) pertains to the salvation of man with respect to his complete being.  In the study of Scripture it is revealed that each of these three parts of man is subject to salvation at different times.  Thus, to understand salvation in its complete scope, one must first understand certain things about man’s tripartite nature.  Then, salvation in relation to this tripartite nature becomes the issue.

Chapter one of Genesis reveals that man was created in the “image” and “likeness” of God.  The word translated “God” in the Hebrew text of this statement is Elohim.  This is a plural noun, which, in complete keeping with related Scripture, would include all three members of the Godhead — God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit (e.g., cf. John 1:1-3).

Since Elohim is a trinity, for man to be created in the “image” and “likeness” of God, he too must be a trinity.  Unlike the dichotomous animal kingdom (created apart from the “image” and “likeness” of God) possessing only bodies and souls, trichotomous man (created in the “image” and “likeness” of God) is a triune being.  Man not only possesses a body and a soul, but he also possesses a spirit as well.

Jesus is Elohim manifested in the flesh; and having been made in the “likeness” of man (but apart from man’s fallen nature), He, as man, must also be a trinity (John 1:14; Philippians 2:7).  This tripartite nature of Christ, in Whom “dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9), was clearly revealed at the time of His death.  At this time Jesus yielded up His spirit, which went back into the presence of His Father in heaven (Luke 23:46; cf. Ecclesiastes 12:7; Acts 7:59); His soul went into Hades, the place of the dead, housed inside the earth at this time (Acts 2:27); and His body was removed from the cross and placed in Joseph of Arimathea’s tomb (Matthew 27:57-61).  This threefold separation persisted until the soul and spirit re-entered the body at the time Christ was raised from the dead.

Thus, God, Elohim, is a trinity; Jesus, Elohim, manifested in the flesh, is likewise a trinity; and man, created in the “image” and “likeness” of Elohim, can only be a trinity as well.  Accordingly, a complete redemption provided by the triune God must, of necessity, pertain to man as a complete being.  Man’s complete redemption must encompass spirit, soul, and body.

1. Past, Present, Future … Spirit, Soul, Body

When man sinned in the garden in Eden, the complete being of man — spirit, soul, and body — became in a fallen state.  God had commanded Adam concerning the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, “you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 2:17).  After Satan had deceived Eve into eating of the fruit of this tree, she then “gave also to her husband with her; and he did eat.”  Immediately following this, “the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons” (Genesis 3:1-7).

At the time of the fall, Adam and Eve lost something; and it is clearly stated in Scripture that both immediately recognized this fact.  That which they lost could only have been a covering of pristine glory that had previously clothed their bodies, for they, following the fall, found that they were in a twofold condition:  1) naked,  and       2) separated from God.

God is arrayed in a covering of “light,” connected with “honor and majesty.”  And man, created in the “image” and “likeness” of God, could only have been arrayed in a similar manner prior to the fall.

“Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, You are very great: You are clothed with [‘you have put on’] honor and majesty.

Who cover Yourself with light as with a garment, Who stretch out the heavens like a curtain.” (Psalm 104:1, 2).

Recognizing the loss of this covering, realizing that they were naked, explains why Adam and Eve immediately sought to clothe themselves following the fall.  They tried to replace the covering that had been lost with a work of their own hands, with fig leaf aprons.  And then, apparently realizing the utter inadequacy of this covering, they, in their fallen state, sought to hide from God.

God, finding Adam and Eve in this condition, completely rejected the works of their hands.  God completely rejected their feeble efforts to atone for their own sin by seeking to replace the covering of pristine glory with fig leaves.  Then, to bring His fallen creature back into a right relationship (although not in complete keeping with their previously unfallen state — something still future even today), God provided a covering consisting of animal skins (Genesis 3:21).  This necessitated death and the shedding of blood; and herein lays basic, unchangeable truths concerning the state of fallen man and the means that are necessary to effect his redemption.  

Unredeemed man is a fallen creature, alienated from God; and two things are necessary to effect his redemption:  1) divine intervention, and 2) death and shed blood.  These truths have forever been set forth in the opening chapters of Genesis and can never change.

(Two different words are used for “naked” in the Hebrew text of Genesis 2:25 [before the fall] and Genesis 3:7 [after the fall].  In the latter [3:7], the word has to do with absolute nakedness, but not so in the former [2:25].

Remaining within the way a person dressed in the East at the time Moses wrote Genesis, and at later times as well, the word used relative to nakedness pertaining to Adam and Eve preceding the fall [2:25] could be used to describe a person clothed in a tunic [inner garment] but lacking the mantle or cloak [outer garment].  In the preceding respect, prior to the fall, Adam and Eve were clothed in the Glory of God but had yet to possess the regal outer garments worn by kings [fulfilling the reason for man’s creation — to rule the earth (Genesis 1:26-28)].

Then, following the fall, no longer clothed in the Glory of God, Adam and Eve were no longer in a position to be further clothed in regal garments, realizing the purpose for their creation.  They, apart from the inner garment [the Glory] could not wear the outer garments [royal apparel].  Adam, prior to the fall, never wore regal garments or held the scepter.  In this respect, he never moved beyond the description given in Genesis 2:25 — a “naked” condition, “naked” in relation to the reason for his creation [lacking the outer regal garments].
Thus, if man, now separated from the Glory, is to ever fulfill the purpose for his creation, God must act.  Redemption has to occur; and this, of necessity, has to include the complete man — spirit, soul, and body — with a view to not only a restoration of the Glory but to regality beyond this restoration.)

a) Spirit

Man’s sin in the garden in Eden produced death.  Man died the day he ate of the forbidden fruit.  Since his body continued to live, revealing that his soul — the life-giving principle in the blood (Leviticus 17:11; cf. Genesis 9:4) — remained unchanged with respect to life (natural life), it is evident that it was his spirit that died.

The spiritual nature is that part of man that links him directly with God.  “God is spirit,” and man’s worship of God must be “in spirit and truth” (John 4:24).  The death of Adam’s spirit separated him from God (establishing the primary meaning of “death” in Scripture — separation from God), and this death (this separation from God) “passed upon all men” (Romans 5:12).

Scripture speaks of an unsaved person as being “dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1).  With an unredeemed, inanimate spirit (spiritually dead), he is alienated from God, separated from God (Ephesians 2:12).

But once the person has been born from above, he is then spoken of as having passed “from death unto life,” as having been “quickened” (John 5:24; Ephesians 2:5).  Possessing an animate spirit, possessing spiritual life (having been made alive spiritually), he is no longer separated from the One Who Himself is “Spirit” (John 4:24).

This aspect of salvation is brought to pass through the Spirit of God breathing life into the one having no life, based on Christ’s finished work at Calvary; and once this has been accomplished, everything surrounding the work effecting this aspect of salvation has been completed, with this work existing in a finished state (as previously seen through the use of the perfect tense in Ephesians 2:8).  Thus, the salvation experience that man enters into at the time of the birth from above is a work of the Spirit, based on a previous work of the Son.  It is a spiritual birth and has to do with man’s spirit alone:  “…that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6b).

b) Soul

The salvation of the soul, on the other hand, should never be associated with the past aspect of salvation.  Scripture carefully distinguishes between the soul and the spirit, never using the words interchangeably in this respect (cf. 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 4:12).  And Scripture also carefully distinguishes between salvation in relation to the spirit and salvation in relation to the soul.  
Salvation in relation to the spirit is always dealt with in a past sense, but not so with the salvation of the soul.  
Rather, the salvation of the soul is always dealt with in a future sense:

“Receiving the end of your faith — the salvation of your souls” (1 Peter 1:9).

“Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.” (James 1:21).

“But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those who believe [are faithful] to the saving of the soul.” (Hebrews 10:39).

The statements and exhortations in these verses pertain to Christians alone — those whose spirits have already been saved and whose souls are in the process of being saved, with the salvation of the soul being realized only at a future time.

c) Body

The salvation of the body presents very few problems for the majority of Christians.  Very few Christians contend, contrary to Scripture, that the body has either already been redeemed or is in the process of being redeemed.  Scripture places the redemption of man’s body entirely in the future (Romans 8:23).

The Christian’s body is presently in a continuous state of deterioration.  The body grows old and weakens with time; and the body is subject to sickness, disease, and eventually death.  This must ever remain the case as long as the body remains unredeemed.  The “wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23), and the unredeemed body must pay the price that sin requires.

Within this unredeemed body are two opposing entities, each seeking dominion — a redeemed spirit, and an unredeemed soul.  The unredeemed soul is housed in an unredeemed body, and the two are mutually compatible.  But the redeemed spirit housed alongside an unredeemed soul in an unredeemed body experiences no compatibility with either of the other two at all.  Compatibility is not possible, for “what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness, and what communion hath light with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14).  This heterogeneous union is what produced the cry of the Apostle Paul in Romans 7:24,

“O wretched man that I am!  Who shall deliver me from this body of death?”
2）Teaching from “Man A Trinity (Spirit, Soul, Body)” 
        by Lehman Strauss.
The Christian doctrine of immortality cannot be understood apart from the right conception of the tripartite nature of men.  Many think that man is a physical being only.  There is a great danger of any man thinking this way.  
The Bible does make a distinction between spirit and soul.
Man is a triune being because he is created in the image of God. “God said, Let us make man in Our image” Genesis 1:26.  We know that God is a Trinity. The Holy Trinity is clearly set forth in 2 Corinthians 13:14 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen”.  Created in the image of God, man is likewise a trinity.  He has a spiritual nature that is separate and distinct from the body in which it dwells.

The two following passages from the Bible clearly establish the fact that man is a triune being composed of spirit, soul, and body:

“I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” 1 Thessalonians 5:23.
“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow (body), and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” Hebrews 4:12.
In spite of the erroneous teaching of “Jehovah’s Witnesses” and of other false sects that “no man has a soul,” the Bible states emphatically that man was created a trinity of spirit, soul, and body even as the eternal God is Himself a trinity of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  The trinity of man is an essential part of the image relationship between him and God.  Life is not ultimately physical and the body is not the whole man.  And we might add that neither the body in itself, nor the soul in itself, nor the spirit in itself makes up the whole man, but he is “spirit and soul and body.”  This must be seriously considered and definitely agreed to before we can comprehend with any accuracy the subject of life after death.

The Spirit

The word “spirit” when used in the Scriptures has several meanings.  Whenever the word “Spirit” appears used with a capital letter, it has but one meaning.  It is the name of the third Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit of God.  The word “spirit” spelled with a small letter may have one of several different meanings.  It can have direct reference to the spirit of man which is as much a part of the tripartite nature of man as the Spirit of the living God is a Person of the Holy Trinity.  Or it can indicate an evil spirit such as any agent of the Devil. We will confine ourselves here to the Biblical usage of the word only as it relates to the spirit of man, one of the three constituent parts of his being.

The threefold nature of man might be illustrated in several ways.  Dr. Clarence Larkin uses three circles (Rightly Dividing The Word, page 86, THIS DIAGRAM IS SHOWN BELOW).  The outer circle stands for the body of man, the middle circle for the soul, and the inner for the spirit.  At this point it will be well to quote a portion from Dr. Larkin’s book:

In the outer circle the ‘Body’ is shown as touching the Material world through the five senses of ‘Sight,’ ‘Smell,’ ‘Hearing,’ ‘Taste’ and ‘Touch.’

The Gates to the ‘Soul’ are ‘Imagination,’ ‘Conscience,’ ‘Memory,’ ‘Reason’ and the ‘Affections.’

The “Spirit” receives impressions of outward and material things through the soul. The spiritual faculties of the ‘Spirit’ are ‘Faith,’ ‘Hope,’ ‘Reverence,’ ‘Prayer’ and ‘Worship.’

In his un-fallen state the ‘Spirit’ of man was illuminated from Heaven, but when the human race fell in Adam, sin closed the window of the Spirit, pulled down the curtain, and the chamber of the spirit became a death chamber and remains so in every unregenerate heart, until the Life and Light giving power of the Holy Spirit floods that chamber with the Life and Light giving power of the new life in Christ Jesus.

It develops then that the spirit of man, being the sphere of God-consciousness, is the inner or private office of man where the work of regeneration takes place.  Dr. James R. Graham says that the main theatre of the Holy Spirit’s activity in man, and the part of man’s nature with which He has peculiar affinity, is the spirit of man.
“But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.  But God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit; for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.  For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? Even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God” 1 Corinthians 2:9-11.
The human spirit requires “the spark of regeneration” before there is an understanding of the things of God. Man’s spiritual nature must be renewed before there is a true conception of Godliness.  Only one thing stands as a guard at the door of man’s spirit, and that is his own will.  When the will is surrendered, the Holy Spirit takes up His abode in the spirit of man.  “The Spirit Himself (meaning the Holy Spirit) beareth witness with our spirit, that we are children of God” Romans 8:16.
Many people confess that they get nothing out of the Bible even though they attend church and read their Bibles regularly. Perhaps they do not know that they are not regenerated and that they need to yield their will to the Spirit of God so that He can renew their human spirits. The deep things of God never will be understood by the world outside of Jesus Christ.  The spirit of the unregenerate man has no capacity to appreciate the things of God.

The Soul

Man not only has a living soul but he is a living soul. The Bible says: “And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul” Genesis 2:7.  We must be careful not to confound that which is truly spiritual and that which is merely soulish or psychical. We have seen that the spirit of man is the sphere of activity where the Holy Spirit operates in regeneration.  Just so is the soul the sphere of activity where Satan operates making his appeal to the affections and emotions of man.

Satan knows full well that he dominates the psychical or the soulish man.  Therefore he does not care if a man goes to a church where the Spirit of God is not in evidence.  He knows that his victim is a creature of emotions, and it matters not if the emotions are stirred to sentimentalism or even to tears, just so long as man’s spirit does not come in contact with God’s Holy Spirit.  The soul is the seat of the passions, the feelings, and the desires of man; and Satan is satisfied if he can master these. 
Hamor said to Jacob, “The soul of my son Shechem longeth for your daughter”  Genesis 34:8.  Of David and Jonathan it is written “The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul” 1 Samuel 18:1.  These passages show the soul to be the seat of the affections.  But as the soul loves, so it also hates.  We read of those “that are hated of David’s soul” 2 Samuel 5:8.
It is in the soul where fleshly lusts, desires, and appetites arise:

“Abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul” 1 Peter 2:11.
“As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country” Proverbs 25:25.
The soul of man, that is, his affections and desires, are never directed God-ward until after the spirit has become regenerated.  Man can never love God nor the things of God until he is born from above.  He may have a troubled conscience or be so stirred emotionally that he may weep bitterly, and still remain dead in trespasses and in sins. Man’s desires and affections are turned toward God when he realizes his sinful condition and God’s grace in salvation.  
The Virgin Mary said “My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior” Luke 1:46f.  She could not extol the Lord in her soul until she had recognized God in her spirit as her Savior.  The initial triumph is in the spirit when Jesus Christ is acknowledged as personal Savior.

3)    Teaching from “The Rod: Will God Spare It” by Joey Faust,       

    Chapter 14:   

                                             Temporary Soul Death
 “Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye,shall he be thought worthy…?”  It is folly to say that such words as these refer to the wicked, at the Great White  Throne judgmentl…” (R.E.Neighbor, If They Shall Fall Away (Schoettle), 132.  R.E.Neighbor(1872-1945)

It is now time to examine more closely the death that many Christians will experience at the judgment seat.  It includes not only the death of the body, but also the death of the soul:

Hebrews 10:29  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?

(Translator added NASB Hebrew 10:29 “How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?”)
To understand this verse, we must understand to whom the Epistle to the Hebrews is addressed.  It is certainly not addressed to lost people:
Hebrews 13:10 We have an altar, where of they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle.

18 Pray for us: for we trust we have a good conscience, in all things willing to live honestly.

20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, 
     through the blood of the everlasting covenant,

23 Know ye that our brother Timothy is set at liberty; with whom, if he come shortly, I will see you.

24 Salute all them that have the rule over you, and all the saints.  They of Italy salute you.

25 Grace be with you all. Amen

Paul is not asking lost Hebrews or tribulation Jews to pray for him.  He is not asking lost Jews to salute the saints.  This Epistle is written to saved Hebrews in the first century.  Notice the context of chapter 10, where again, it is seen that true saints are addressed:

Hebrews 10:19  Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,

23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)

24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:

Notice the next verse of this same chapter:
Hebrews 10:25  Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is: but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
“Ourselves” surely includes the apostle and other true saints.  The context has not changed.  It will remain the same throughout the remaining verses of Hebrews 10.  These early Hebrew Christians are warned to not forsake the assembly.  The “day approaching” can be nothing other than the day of the judgment seat of Christ that takes place at His second coming.  Therefore, the warning in Hebrews 10 applies to all Christians throughout the whole age leading up to the second coming of Christ.  The great fundamental Baptist leader, R.E.Neighbor (1872-1945) writes:
“With the Lord’s coming in view it is difficult to make the words of this blessed book refer exclusively to Christian Hebrews of the first century.”  (R.E.Neighbor, If They Shall Fall Away (Schoettle), 131.)

Hebrews 10:25 reveals when the punishment described in the verses that follow will take place.  Chastisement in this life is not in view.  The context is the future day of reckoning that is approaching:
Hebrews 10:26  For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.
“We” includes the apostle.  He has certainly “received the knowledge of the truth” in sincerity.  Therefore, so have the Hebrews he is addressing.  To play games with the word we and say it doesn’t actually mean the apostle, is to again, establish an interpretive precedent that would disrupt the continuity of the entire New Testament.  What would it then mean for the rest of the “we’s” in the New Testament (e.g. Romans 6:4, 8:28, Ephesians 1:7)?

What does the “we” mean four verses later in Hebrews 10?  It is found in the same context:

Hebrews 10:30  For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people.
Does the inspired apostle “know Him?”  No one doubts that he does.  There are “we’s” all throughout the Epistle to the Hebrews that no one doubts.  Why?  Because they do not speak of something the flesh of man does not desire to hear.
These Hebrew Christians have already been taught about the mercy that is available in the Christian life in regard to their practical, willful sins:

Hebrews 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.

Hebrews 10:22  Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.

The apostle John teaches the same truth in his first Epistle:

1 John 1:8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
   unrighteousness.

Every Christian willfully sins after salvation.  Yet, fortunately, the Epistle to the Hebrews teaches that Christians can come to the throne of their High Priest and get forgiveness and cleansing.  This is not referring to salvation in eternity.  It is referring to the forgiveness that can keep one from experiencing severe punishments.  If a Christian sins, he is in trouble.  If he does not repent and get mercy from his Heavenly Father, he is in danger of “judgment” and “fiery indignation” at the judgment seat on that “approaching” day.

One central point of Hebrews is that Christians should not postpone getting mercy:

Hebrews 3:7  Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear his voice….

Hebrews 12:17  For ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected: for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.
The “place of repentance” is today, on this earth.  The time for Christians to confess their sins and seek mercy is not the future day of the judgment seat of Christ.

The phrase “there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins” in Hebrews 10:26 reveals that Christ’s Blood does more than make one a Christian.  It also brings power (Hebrews 13:20-21), as well as mercy in regard to our daily Christian walk (1 John 2:1-2).  The teaching of Hebrews 10:26-27 is that Christians cannot presume upon their High Priest and get away with it.  It is not teaching that Christians lose salvation in eternity when they willfully sin.  Yet, it is teaching that they lose a place of grace in regard to the practical Christian walk.  Saints should not willfully sin, confess and receive mercy, and then think that they can sin some more without the danger of severe consequences.  True, we can always come boldly before the throne again as long as the “day” of judgment has not yet arrived.  Nevertheless, carnal Christians run a great risk!  Sin has a way of hardening the heart into stubbornness.  Through willful sins, carnal Christians can harden themselves and lose the desire to repent and seek mercy:
Hebrews 2:13  But exhort one another daily, while it is still called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.
Furthermore, who can be certain that God will not grow weary of being presumed upon and decide to take his life immediately?
Hebrews 3:15  While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation.

16 For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Moses.

17 But with whom was he grieved forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcases fell in the 
     wilderness?

When a Christian sins he must then renew his daily fellowship with God through repentance.  If he will not, he needs to hear the stern warning that there is punishment for such disobedience awaiting him at the future judgment seat:
Hebrews 10:26  For if we sin willfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,

27 But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries.

28 He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or three witnesses:

29 Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the 
     Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and 
     hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?
When a Christian sins he tramples under foot the power of the Blood of his High Priest.  He grieves the Spirit.  When he then refuses to repent and get restored to fellowship with the Lord, he tramples under foot the practical mercy of the Blood of his High Priest.  If he continues in this condition, what will happen to him at the judgment seat of Christ?  Words such as “fiery indignation” and “devour” plainly describe some type of death!
The argument in Hebrews 10 is that under the Old Testament there was physical death for sin:

Numbers 15:32  And while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man that gathered sticks upon the Sabbath day.

33 And they that found him gathering sticks brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the congregation.

34 And they put him in ward, because it was not declared what should be done to him.

35 And the Lord said unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to death: all the congregation shall stone him 
     with stones without the camp.

This was harsh.  Yet, Christ is greater and has done more for His people than Moses did for the Jews in the Old Testament.  The New Testament law of Christ is greater and holier.  If physical death was the penalty for willful sin under Moses, what shall be the penalty for sin (if mercy is not received beforehand) under Christ?  It will be a worse death than physical death.  It will include that, but go beyond it.

Jesus taught that only God could kill the soul, and that His disciples should therefore fear Him more than man (Matthew 10:28).  Therefore, Hebrews 10 is warning Christians that if they sin willfully and do not seek mercy before the judgment seat arrives, they are in danger of a severe rod of punishment.  Under Moses it was physical death.  Under Christ it is the temporary death of the body and the soul!  This is why the Bible teaches Christians to strive to have their souls saved at the judgment seat (Hebrews 10:39, 1 Peter 1:9, James 1:21, etc.).  The Christian’s soul is already saved in eternity.  Yet, there is also a saving of the soul in relation to the future age of reward.  Disobedient Christians are in danger of losing their souls temporarily at the judgment seat (Matthew 10:28-29, 16:24-26).
Immediately, the argument will be that such a doctrine appears to deny the grace of God in regard to His people.  Let us therefore hear the conclusion of the passage in Hebrews 10:
Hebrews 10:30  For we know that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord.  And again, The Lord shall judge HIS PEOPLE.
This may indeed go against everything one has been taught.  Certainly, that is another reason that accountability truths such as these are rejected so quickly by many.

Others lean to their own understanding and attempt to argue that such punishment would go against their understanding of the love of God.  They never reason that this present life is not the day of judgment and recompense.  They never consider that in this day of grace and mercy God sometimes kills Christians for sins.  If this is not opposed to His love in this age of patience (2 Peter 3:9, 15), then certainly temporary soul death will not be opposed to His love in the future day of reward according to works:
Matthew 16:24  Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

25 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.

26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own SOUL? or what shall a man 
     give in exchange for his soul?

27 For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward EVERY 
     MAN according to his works.
Revelation 22:12  And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give EVERY MAN according as his work shall be.
