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This is the beginning of a series of 4 devotionals on what the Lord Jesus Christ did on the Cross to save us
sinners. Or it can be said, the teaching of the meaning of Christ’s death. The 4 parts are Substitution for
sinners, Redemption in relation to sin, Reconciliation in relation to man and Propitiation in relation to God.
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This is the beginning of a series of 4 devotionals on what the Lord Jesus Christ did on the Cross to save us sinners.
Or it can be said, the teaching of the meaning of Christ’s death. The 4 parts are Substitution for sinners,
Redemption in relation to sin, Reconciliation in relation to man and Propitiation in relation to God.

Substitution

The basic teaching on Christ’s death on the cross is very important for Christians to know, it should not be boring
to you, 2 Timothy 4:3f. God Himself in the Person of Jesus Christ, 2 Corinthians 5:19, died on the cross for you
and for you to not know these truths or not care is ignorance and sin. These truths are some of the basic building
blocks, 1 Peter 2:2, of your Christian life. That means, if you don’t understand them you will not grow to maturity.
God commands us to know His Word, John 8:31f, and if we don’t know it, 2 Timothy 3:7, how can we grow? We
can’t.

What did Christ do on the cross to save you from an eternity in the Lake of Fire, Revelation 20:14? All mankind
are sinners and all sinners who do not believe in Christ as Savior spend eternity in the Lake of Fire. That should
encourage you to know what God did on the cross for you and what you can tell other sinners He did for them.

Mark 10:45; Matthew 20:28; John 11:50f; Romans 5:6-8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13; 1 Timothy 2:6;
Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 3:18, Exodus 11 & 12, esp. 12:1-14.

Substitutionary atonement means that Christ suffered as a substitute for sinners. Instead of us dying for our
sins and paying the penalty for our sins, which is impossible for man to do, Christ Jesus paid the penalty for our
sins. Man as a sinner was in a hopeless situation, man could not pay to God the Father the penalty of his own sins.

God the Father was satisfied when Christ the Son died on the cross for payment of all man’s sins, past present and
future. Why? Because Jesus Christ being God in the flesh, the God-man, was a perfect sacrifice, substitute, for the
penalty of sin.

When a driver of a car disobeys the law of the road he receives a traffic fine. The driver goes to court, the
evidence is given of the driver’s wrong actions, the judge pronounces the driver guilty and to pay the fine. But the



fine is too large for the driver to pay and so he has to go to jail. But the judge is his friend, and the judge pays the
fine for the driver and the driver is free to leave. The judge’s payment was the substitution for the driver’s
inability to pay. This illustration is a small and imperfect illustration of what Christ did on the cross in dying a
substitutionary death for us.

Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross is a combination of justice and love. Justice, 2 Corinthians 5:21 &
Galatians 3:13, because the penalty of sin was paid for by a perfect substitutute, Christ Jesus and love, Romans
5:6-8, because God chose to show love for man and died for man’s sin. God did not have to love man. God did
not die for the fallen angels who disobeyed Him. But God did choose to be a susbstitute and show love for sinful
man.

The whole sacrificial system established in the Pentateuch, the first 5 books of the Old Testament, taught the
animal’s death took the place of the one who should die for their sin, the one offering the animal. Note Leviticus
16. This is substitutionary atonement for sin. The sacrificial system in the Old Testament is a picture, a type, of
Christ, the anti-type, dying in the New Testament.

1 Peter 3:18 teaches that Christ was innocent and suffered for us, wicked man. Christ’s death was the
substitute for wicked man and his sin(s).

Believe it, accept it, rejoice in it, thank God for His substitutionary sacrifice and tell others of this truth. God has
blessed you and will bless you!



