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TRIALS #1

Do you know anybody with problems? Everybody has problems.
If you have troubles, write us. If you have none, write us and tell us how you avoid troubles.

Yes, all of us have problems. There is a special place for people without problems --- it is called a cemetery. As
long as we live in this world, we will have trials!

The Bible has some strange things to say about troubles and trials:

We are commanded “in everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”
1Thessalonians 5:18 When was the last time you stood up in a church meeting and thanked the Lord for a
hardship He sent your way?

“blessed” consider yourself fortunate:

If you are persecuted, “Blessed are those who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew 5:10

If you are poor, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.” Luke 6:20

If you are hungry, “Blessed are you who hunger now, for your shall be satisfied.” Luke 6:21a

If you weep, “Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.” Luke 6:21b

If men hate you, “Blessed are you when men hate you...” Luke 6:22

If you suffer shame, “...rejoicing...they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.” Acts
5:41

If you have tribulations, “...exult in tribulations...” Romans 5:1-11

Whatever problem, “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love
God, to those who are called according to His purpose.” Romans 8:28-39

If you have trials, “Consider it all joy...” James 1:1-21, 1Peter 1:6-9

We are not, of course, to enjoy trials, but we are to be joyful in trials. Hebrews 12:11
We are “...seated...with Him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Ephesians 2:6

But how can we rejoice when we feel “rotten”? How can we make a creative use of trials and turn them to good
account in our lives? By learning and obeying tremendous truth about trials.

Be sure you are not experiencing troubles because you live in sin. 1Peter 2:20 The Bible commands us confess,
repent and overcome sins.

If you are serious in growing to maturity in Christ, be sure to look up verses above, think upon them and obey
them! Reading them is not enough, you must obey them. Ask the Holy Spirit in your life to give you power to
obey them. Ask Him to cause growth in your life.



